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May 2, 2001

For Immediate Release:
HAMEL NAMED EIU'S "JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR"
CHARLESTON - William Hamel, recently retired publisher of the Mattoon Journal
Gazette and Charleston Times-Courier, has been named Eastern Illinois University's "Journalist

of the Year" for 2001.
This award, presented by EIU's Department of Journalism, is bestowed on persons who
have made a significant contribution to the field of journalism. Nominees must have worked for
a newspaper, magazine or other journalistic publication; a broadcast or Internet medium; or
related journalistic medium or field. If no longer working journalists, they must have made a
lifelong contribution to the field of journalism.
Hamel, who holds the distinction of becoming the first recipient of this new award,
recently retired after nearly a half-century of dedicated service as a working journalist.
While many of his peers frequently moved from city to city and job to job, Hamel
remained in the same community throughout his career. After graduating from the University of
Illinois and fulfilling his military service obligation, he joined the staff of the Journal Gazette -- a
paper owned and published by his father-- in 1955. Nine years later he succeeded his father
as publisher, a position he continued to hold after the paper was sold to Howard Publications in
1972.
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In 1995, Hamel was named publisher of the Times-Courier, also a property of Howard
Publications.
According to Les Hyder, chair of Eastern's Department of Journalism, Hamel has
"provided steady and wise guidance and direction to the newspapers during a period of
remarkable change in the marketplace and the profession.
"His career has spanned some of the most significant and extensive changes in the
history of newspapers, " Hyder continued. "During (Hamel's) stewardship, the newspapers
served in the best tradition of responsible and responsive community journalism."
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